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BERPORE THE INHABITANTS OF THE TOWN OP 
SALEM, IN MASSACHUSETTS, | | 


ASSEMBLED TO COMMEMORATE 
* 


THE BIRTH-DAY 


OF 


| GEORGE WASHINGTON, 


ParsrDent or TRE UNITED STATES OT AMERICA. 


* 


By BENJAMIN PICKMAN, jus. 
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And thou, R ZAT rAT RIOT! in thy lateſt breath, 
Shall feel thy ruling paſſion ſtrong in death ; 
Such in that moment as in all the paſt; 
.O! bleſs my country, Heav'n ! ſhall be thy laſt. 
Porz. 
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Ar a meeting of a large and reſpectable number of the Inhabitants of 
Salem, aſſembled at Wathington Hall, on Wedneſday the 22d of Febru- 
ary, A. D. 1797, to commemorate the Birth-Day oft GEORGE 
WASHING TON, Preſident of the United States of America : 


VoTz», That the thanks of the Company be given to Mr. B E N- 
JAMIN PICK MAN, jun. for the Oration delivered by him this 
day; and that a copy thereof be requeſted for the preſs. 5 


Vor zo, That Jos zn SyRAGUE, William G Ax, jun. STEPHEN 
Aszor, William PIcENAN, and WII LIAu PRESCOTT) Eſquiress 
be a committee to wait on him with the above vote. 


SALEMs FapRUARY 25, 1797. 
GENTLEME Ny -» 2 


I FEEL myſelf highly honored by the vote you have ſo politely com- 
munjcated to me. In compliance with the requeſt of the reſpeQable 
Citizens, whom you repreſent ; with the general wiſhes of my Fellow 
Townſmen, which you are pleaſed to aſſure me you expreſs; and with 
the advice of Friends, whoſe advice it is my duty to regard; the Ora- 
tion, delivered on the 22d inſt. is, with diffidence, ſubmitted to the 


public eye. 
1 am, with reſpes 
- your obedient ſervant, 

1 1 B. PICK MAN, jun, 
Jos zin Sraacux, f 
WII IIAM Grary jun. 

SrfrrügWMW ABBOT 


WILLIAM Piexuax, and | 
WILLIAM Pazscorty Eſquires, 
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My FalENDS and FELLow Ci rIz ENS, 


T E honor ourſelves by devoting this day to 
grateful feſtivity ; for it is the birth-day of 
our WASHINGTON, the moſt illuſtrious friend 
and benefactor to his country, that any country 
was ever bleſt with. Four years ſince, we were 
aſſembled here on a ſimilar occaſion.“ His vir- 
tues, and the ſervices he had rendered his country, 
were then preſented to our view, in the moſt pleaſ- 
ing colours, with which brilliant and enlightened 
genius could adorn them. The diſintereſted pa- 
triotiſm, which marked his conduct during our 
revolution; the unexampled heroiſm, and talents, 
with which he conducted our armies, through a 
| perilous 


An Oration was delivered by Rey, William Bentley, Feb. 22, 1793» 
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perilous and arduous conteſt, to victory and ſuc- 

ceſs; the dignity, with which he reſigned his com- 
mand, and retired to private life, after our inde- 
pendence was recognized; his compliance with 
the wiſhes of his fellow citizens, and a ſecond time 
renouncing the ſweets of that life, to enter on the 
untried and hazardous duties of his preſent high 
office; the wiſdom and virtue with which he had 
diſcharged theſe duties; all theſe circumſtances 


then claimed our higheſt reſpe&, and moſt grateful 
acknowledgments. | 


Ir we now take a retroſpective view of the events 
which have paſſed in Europe, and in our own 
country, ſince that time; if we reflect on the bleſſ. 
ings we have enjoyed, and the evils we have eſcap- 
ed; if we duly confider how greatly inſtrumental 
our WASHINGTON has been, in procuring for 
us theſe bleſſings, and averting theſe evils ; we ſhall 
find, that the ſame pure and enlightened patriot- 
iſm has continued to diſtinguiſh his adminiſtra- 
tion; and that, bright as were the laurels which 
then adorned his brow, they fade, and almoſt dif- 
appear, in compariſon with thoſe he has fince ga- 


AT 
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PI that time, clouds, of a menacing and fear- 
ful aſpect, had ariſen in Europe; clouds, which 
we all anxiouſly hoped would ſoon be diſperſed : 
they continued, however, to collect and increaſe, 
till they raiſed the moſt furious political tempeſt 
that ever deſolated the world; a tempeſt, which 
has not yet ſubſided, and which, in its deſtructive 
courſe, has ſwept away the fortunes, and the lives, 
of millions of our fellow creatures. It has raged, 
with particular violence, over the deyoted country 
of France. But I will not harrow up your feelings, 
by recalling to your minds the heart-rending 
ſcenes which have there taken place. Would to 
Heaven they could be forever buried in oblivion! 
Would to Heaven poſterity might not know, 
that, in the eighteenth century, in an age which 
proudly boaſts of being the moſt enlightened of 
any that have preceded it, in a nation too the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed for the urbanity of their man- 
ners, cruelties have been perpetrated, which the 
heart of the uncivilized ſavage would have revolt- 
ed from with horror! But, alas! fruitleſs are theſe 
wiſhes! The impartial page of hiſtory muſt re- 
cord theſe tranſactions ; they muſt excite the aſto- 
niſhed indignation of poſterity ; they muſt ſtand 
as dreadful monuments of the horrid exceſſes into 

which 


which men may be betrayed. It is, however, 
a great conſolation to reflect, that the pen of the 
hiſtorian, which relates the cruel deeds of the 
monſter RoBESPIERRE, and his mercileſs affoci- 
ates, muſt alſo relate the wonderful achievments 
of the French armies, and the no leſs wonderful 
exertions and perſeverance of the French citizens, 
in the cauſe of liberty ; and particularly the ardent 
patriotiſm of thoſe who firſt ſtepped forward to 
reſcue their country from oppreſſion; who cheer- 
fully renounced their titles to promote her welfare; 
and finally loſt their fortunes, and their lives, in 
defending the violated rights of humanity. Ye 
fainted patriots! may your ſeats of bliſs be render- 
ed ſtill more happy, by the fight of that country, 
in the full enjoyment of all the bleſſings which 
peace and freedom can beſtow! And thou, too, 
gallant and noble-minded LA FayerTE ! never 
will we forget thy zealous and diſintereſted affiſt- 
ance during our revolution. Mayeſt thou ſoon 
be releaſed from thy unworthy confinement ! a 
confinement ſo diſgraceful to its authors! Mayeſt 
thou be received by thy fellow citizens with 
open arms, and with that penitent welcome, which | 
thy virtues, thy ſervices, and thy ſufferings claim ! 
But, ſhould the film of party prejudice {till conceal 
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thy real character from their ſight, mayeſt thou 
find in this country a reſpected and happy aſylum 
Mayeſt thou here enjoy the ſweets of that liberty, 
for which thou haſt done and ſuffered ſo much 
Mayeſt thou find, that Americans are too enlight- 
ened to be deceived, and too virtuous to be un- 
grateful! l 


For a ſhort time after the war broke out in 
Europe, we enjoyed undiſturbed peace, a proſper- 


ous and vhmoleſted commerce. She ſeemed to 
be exhauſting herſelf of her treaſures, and her in- 


babitants, to increaſe the wealth and population of 
theſe States. Elated with theſe advantages, we 
looked, perhaps, with too much inſenfibility on 
her ſufferings, and forgot that ſometimes, under 
the deceitful ſmiles of proſperity, the greateſt dan- 
gers lie concealed. The violent political convul- 
fions, which agitated France, which overthrew her 


newly eſtabliſhed conſtitution, and ſhook all the 


ancient governments of Europe to their very foun- 
dations, could not long continue without commu- 
nicating their motions to this country, and diſ- 
turbing our peace. The rancorous and inveterate 
hatred with which the war between France and 
Great-Britain was carried on, rendered it almoſt 

| B impoſſible 
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impoſſible for us to purſue ſuch a line of conduct 


as ſhould long ſecure our commerce from illegal 


moleſtations. Our PRESIDENT, our ever watch- 
ful guardian and friend] carly Jaw the dangers to 
which we were expoſed, and iſſued a proclamation, 
pointing them out to us, and pointing out Uke- 
wiſe the ſureſt and moſt honorable means of 
avoiding them; urging us, by the moſt ſolemn 
conſiderations, ſtrictiy and impartially to fulfil the 
duties, that {9 we might be entitled to enjoy the 
rights, of a neutral nation. The events which ſoon 
after took place juſtified the wiſdom of this meaſure, 


An unworthy agent of the Freneh Republic arriv- 


ed among us. Under the warmeſt profeſſions of 
friendſhip, be concealed the haſeſt intentions. He 


ſeduce our citizens from their duty, and inyolye us 
as 3 party in the war with France: a conduct 


equally wicked and impolitic; for, as a neutral 


nation, we could, and did, render her infinitely 
more eſſential ſeryices. The wiſe and temperate 


meaſures, which our PRES1TENT oppoſed to his 


inſolent and abuſive behaviour, fruſtrated his evil 
deſigns, and extricated our country from the em- 
barraflments in which he had involved it. 


SCARCELY 
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Scan, however, were we freed from theſe 
embarraſſments, before we received a blow from 
another quarter, which greatly ircitated the public 
mind, and excited the moſl: ſerious: apprehenſions. 
The unwarrantable meaſures of GENE T, being 
countenanced by: ſome, thoughtleſs, or unprinci- 
pled; citizens; although: oppoſed by! the Govern- 


| ment, mftamed! the haughty and jealous ſpirit of 
the Britiſh miniftry.. They iſſued ſeeret and inſi- 
| dious orders, which: ſubjected our ſeamen: to in- 


ſults, and qur property to illegal adjudications. 
Such unexpected! and unjuſtifiable uſage naturally 
and: juſtly provoked our warmeſt reſentments. 
But theſe reſentments had nearly betrayed us into 
meaſures, which would certainly have proved ruin- 
ous: to the peace and proſperity, perhaps alſo. fatal 
to the government and liberty, of our country. 
Everlaſting gratitude is: due to our WASHING- 
TON, for the invincible fortitude and patrietiſm, 
he diſcovered on this occaſion—is due, alſo, to 
thoſe enlightened patriots, who co-operated with 
him, and, under the ſevereſt trials, inflexibly op- 
poſed themſelves to the popular impulſe—who 
dared to preſcribe bounds: to our reſentments, and 
ſay to the proud waves of our paſſions, Here muſt 
ye be ſtayed -v thought it more: conſiſtent 
: | Wa. | with 
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with the honor and intereſt of our country, to 
demand reparation for our injuries, and obtain reſ- 
titution, if poſſible, by negotiation, rather than to 
retaliate, by meaſures of doubtful policy, and 
doubtful morality. They thereby defeated the 
hoſtile intentions of Britain, and ſaved our country 
from the awful calamities which threatened it. 
Had the raſh and violent counſels of ſome men 
been followed, they would not only have involved 
us in the diſtreſſes of a foreign war, but alſo have 
kindled the torch of civil diſcord, and ſpread its 
deſtructive flames throughout this now happy 
land. Contrary to the predictions, and wiſhes, 
of thoſe men, Great Britain agreed. to ſurrender 
our weſtern poſts, and to make indemnification 
for her illegal captures. Theſe were the two prin- 
cipal cauſes of our complaints. The honorable 
performance of the firſt promiſe gives us good rea- 
ſon to expect that the laſt will alſo be juſtly ful- 
filled, 


Ir is with pain and reluctance, I recal to your 

minds a ſubject ſo invidious to ſome as the Britiſh 
99 treaty. I do not mention it, however, to expreſs 
an opinion on its merits; but becauſe its ratifica- 
tion by our PxEsIDENT, under the circumſtances 
that attended it, affords the moſt illuſtrious proof 
| of 


"8 15 
of his great and diſintereſted patriotiſm, that he 
ever had an opportunity of exhibiting. While 
this inſtrument was under his conſideration, it was, 
to ſay the leaſt, prematurely publiſned. Every 
artifice was made uſe of to prejudice the public 
mind againſt it; artifices, which had proved but 
too ſucceſsful! Petitions were ſent in from every 
quarter, pretending to expreſs the voice and will of 
the people, to prevent, and, if poſſible, to deter 
him from ſigning it, It was particularly obnoxious 
to the inhabitants of his native ſtate ; and they 
manifeſted their ſentiments by the warmeſt remon- 
ſtrances againſt it. In that ſtate had he deter- 
mined to ſpend the evening of his life: on their 
eſteem and affection, therefore, muſt its happineſs 
greatly depend. Notwithſtanding all theſe cir- 
cumftances, after having paid to the ſubject that 
ſerious and deliberate attention which its magni- 
tude required, he reſolved to comply with the ad- 
vice of the Senate, and give the treaty his final 
ſanction. In forming, and executing, this reſolu- 
tion, he clearly evinced, to every impartial mind, 
that the love of his country is the ruling paſſion of 
his heart ; that her intereſts are dearer to him, 
even than the peace of his remaining days, or his 
unequalled popularity, which he thereby greatly 
2 endangered. 
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endangered. Nothing could have enabled him to 
diſcharge fo arduvus a duty, but à mind that 
looks for its higheft rewards in its own approba- 
tion, and in the ſmiles of approving Heaven. 1 
have dwelt the longer on this ſubje&t, - becauſe it 
appears never to have. been viewed in its juſt 
light ; and becauſe it is almoſt the only act of his 
| life, which has given his enemies courage to raiſe 
againſt him the tongue of ſlander, and the pen of 
calumny, But thy fame, xXLLUSTRIOUS PA- 
RTOT! is placed infinitely above the reach of 
their poiſonous ſhafts. Thy virtues ſhalt be cele- 
brated by the moſt diftant ages, 'while the calum- 
nies of thy enemies ſhall periſh with the party 
ſpirit which produced wr ——_— 


Tims will not admit of my 8 3 
the ſubſequent period of bis adminiſtration. It 
has, like the whole of his public life, been one 
bright diſplay of firm and enlightened patriotiſm. 
With the undeviating regularity of the ſun, has be 
- purſued his political courſe. Since it commenced, 

our country has never ceaſed to enjoy the cheerful 
light of his wiſdom, and the genial influence of 
his virtues ; and if the clouds of party prejudice 
have at any time obſcured the luſtre of his charac- 
ter, 


55 


ter, they have ſoon diſappeared, and it has evet 
ſhown out, with renovated brightneſs. 


SoLEMN and intereſting. is the | conſideration, 
_ that his public life is about cloſing forever; that, 
in a few days more, the firſt office of our govern- 
ment will no longer be filled by him, who has diſ- 
charged its duties with ſo much glory to himſelf, 
with ſo much honor and advantage to his country; 
who has gained the almoſt venerating gratitude of 
every yirtyous fellow. citizen, and excited the ad- 
miration of the world. This reflection muſt ſpread 
a gloom over the feſtivity of the day, and give 
anxiety to every thoughtful mind. Such, however, 
is the preſent aſpect of our political affairs, we may 
indulge a reaſonable hope, that bur country will 
not ſoon he again placed in the ſame perilous ſitu- 
ations ſhe has been during his adminiſtration, and 
from which it has required the whole force of his 
firmneſs, and talents, ſupported by the love and 
confidence of his fellow citizens, to extricate her. 
We may alſo indulge an undoubting belief, that 
the diſtinguiſhed patriot, who is appointed to ſuc- 
ceed him, will imitate his bright example —will 
emulate his virtues, that he may retire from the 
political ſtage with bis applauſe, and felf-approba- 


tion. 
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Y tion. But even when retired to private life, will 
i [ our WASHINGTON continue to bleſs his coun- 
|| ; try, if his affectionate valedictory addreſs is duly 
1 | regarded. While it manifeſts the ſincereſt patri- 
ö otiſm, it abounds with tlie wiſeſt and beſt political 
1 maxims. The legiſlatures of the ſeveral ſtates 
3 have ſhewn their high and juſt approbation of it, 
| by enrolling it among their laws, that it may with 
them deſcend, and bleſs poſterity. And all, who 
are the ſincere admirers of his virtues, who feel the 
gratitude they profeſs, will cheriſh in their minds 
4 his patriotic counſels ; will zealouſly endeavour to 
i Ht promote the welfare of their country ; and then 
| | indeed may they hope, that © the happineſs of his 
| declining life will be in ſome degree equal to the 
unrivalled ſplendor of its meridian.” Americans! 
1 while you continue to entertain a reſpect for vir- 
tue, or gratitude for unequalled ſervices, you will 
| continue to revere the memory of your WASH- | 
B INGTON. 


ST1LL to increaſe our gratitude to the benefi- 
cent AUTHOR OF THE UNIVERSE, and. 
to thoſe men who have been his choſen inſtruments 
of good to us, contemplate the various and im- 
menſe advantages that our country has derived 

| from 
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from their exertions. Of theſe, our independence 
is the ſource. If we juſtly appreciate this bleſſing, 
we {hall diveſt our minds of all improper partiali- 
ties and enmities towards other nations; we ſhall 
hold in deteſtation the men, who endeavour to ex- 
cite thoſe paſſions, or jealouſies, which may tend 
to involve us in the preſent, or future, conteſts of 
Europe. Every enlightened friend to his country 
muſt rather wiſh to fee theſe States annihilated, 
than to ſee them the ſatellites of any European 
power whatever. 


In conſequence of our independence, we enjoy 
the freeſt and beſt governments on earth. From 
the eſtabliſhment of our Federal Conſtitution, we 
have derived greater benefits, than its moſt ſan- 
guine advocates ventured to predict. To your ho- 
nor, my fellow citizens, you have hitherto elected 
wiſe and virtuous men to adminiſter it. You have 
manifeſted your virtue, and good ſenſe, by diſre- 
garding the groundleſs complaints, and malicious 
inſinuations, of the factious and unprincipled 
ſeeker. Be ever on your guard againft them ; for 
it is from this quarter our liberties are in infinitely 
the greateſt danger. Continue to uſe the moſt 
ſcrupulous caution in beſtowing your ſuffrages; 

C make 
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make the ſtricteſt inquiries into the characters of 


thoſe men who may be propoſed for public offices ; ; 
be careful to chooſe only thoſe of well eſtabliſhed 
reputation. But, after having uſed theſe precau- 
tions, repoſe, 1n thoſe whom you may elect, a de- 
ſerved and neceſſary confidence. Do not readily 


believe, that they can, by a miraculous chan ge, 


have inſtantaneouſly become weak and vicious 
have become ſo, too, at the very moment you have 
conferred your honors on them, and thereby in- 
creaſed their obligations, and inducements, to per- 
ſevere in the paths of virtue. But, above all, reject 
with abhorrence their profeſſions of. patriotiſm, 
however warm, who betray a ſanguinary and vin- 


dictive ſpirit ; be aſſured, that ſuch a ſpirit is as 


oppoſite to a true love of our country, as it is to 
true religion. By liſtening to the pernicious coun- 
ſels of ſuch men, our unhappy French allies ren- 
dered their country a ſcene of deſolation and woe; 
to their deluded fury they ſacrificed their beſt and 

ableſt patriots; and when their eyes were opened, 
they muſt have looked, with grief and aftoniſh- 
ment, on the awful ruins they had made —ruins, 
which it muſt take many, very many, years of 


peace to repair. But while we condemn the con- 
duct of men who falſely pretended to be engaged 


in 


* 

in the cauſe of liberty, who dared to profane het 
facred garb by making it a cloak for a cruel and 
unprincipled ambition, let it not leſſen our attach- 
ment to the cauſe itſelf. Liberty is a bleſſing of 
ineſtimable value; it cannot be too highly prized 
by thoſe nations who enjoy it, nor too eagerly: 
ſought after by thoſe who do not. But the throne 
of liberty is not, like that of tyranny, erected on 
the ruins of humanity ; perſecution' and cruelty 
are no means of eſtabliſhing it; the Chriſtian vir- 
tues are its proper pillars, and it cannot long ftand 
without their ſupport, 


Fon our well adminiſtered governments have 
| flown the various other bleſſings, which, during 
the laſt four years, we have, and ſtill continue to 
enjoy. Notwithſtanding the dangers by which we 
have been ſurrounded, our peace has been preſerv- 
ed. Notwithſtanding the many unjuſt depreda- 
tions on our commerce, its-profits have exceeded 
thoſe of any prior equal period; they have inſpir- 
ed our merchants with an unbounded ſpirit of en- 
terpriſe ; there is ſcarce a part on the globe where 
the American flag is not now diſplayed, in honor 
of the day, The labors of agriculture, alſo, have 
enriched the hands that have been engaged in 
ö _— them, 
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them. Our mechanics have found conſtant and 
lucrative employment; and even the day-laborer 
has partaken of the general proſperity ; his induſ- 
try has been encouraged, and has enabled him to 
provide for himſelf and a family all the neceſſaries, 
and many of the comforts, of life. May I not, 
then, offer to all claſſes of my fellow citizens, my 
fiacere congratulations, that we live in a country, 
ſo highly diſtinguiſhed by Heaven? O! may it 
be as bighly diftinguiſhed by the virtues of its in- 
habitants! May I not extend my gratulations 
to you, my fair country women, that you live 
in a land, where the privileges of your ſex 
are properly reſpected; where none of the la- 
borious duties of life are impoſed upon you; 
where you generally meet with that kind and 
tender attention, which is ſo juſtly your due? 
Though not called to legiſlate for your country, 
your employments are equally uſeful, equally im- 

| portant. Hitherto you have ſuſtained the fore- 
moſt rank of any women on earth, for your domeſ- 
tie virtues; and to this cauſe may we fairly aſcribe 
much of our proſperity and happineſs. To your 
care, our children, during their early years, are al- 
moſt excluſively committed; from you they re- 
geiye their firſt r which often fix the 
character 


1 


character through life. To the virtuous fidelity, 
with which you have diſcharged your duties to- 
wards them, are we greatly indebted for the long 
and illuſtrious train of heroes, ſtateſmen and patri- 
ots, who have adorned and bleſſed our country. 
Preſerve your high character; and we may confi- 
dently hope, that our W and . will 
he perpetual, 


PERMIT me, my fellow citizens, to call your 
attention to one ſubject more; a ſubject, too, 
that deſerves your moſt ſerious attention; and 
particularly yours, who are bleſt with wealth, 
Do you wiſh it ſhould prove a ſource of real 
happineſs? Do you wiſh your children ſhould 


make a wiſe and virtuous ufe of it? Do you 


wiſh your fellow citizens ſhould reſpe& you, 
and poſterity ſhould bleſs your memories? Ap- 
propriate, then, a part of that wealth to the 
godlike purpoſe of beneficence, Amidſt our gene- 
ral proſperity, even in this land of plenty, there 
are a few, who are ſuffering the keen diſtreſſes, 
and cruel anxieties, - of poverty, Look not on 
thoſe diſtreſſes, with an unpitying eye, or an unaſſiſt- 


ing hand. On this auſpicious day, in this eminently 


proſperous town, let there not be an aching heart, 
| to 


„ 
to which we can afford relief. Recollect, that on 
deeds of mercy, the beſt of Heaven's bleſſings are 
pronounced. O! let not, then, the feeble moans 
of age and infirmity, let not the fighs of the bro- 
ken-hearted widow, let not the hungry cries of the 
_ orphan, ſupplicate our aid in vain ; but may we 
evidence our gratitude by our bounty, and then 
ſhall unupbraiding mirth enliven our feſtive 


boards.* 3 | ' 
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After the oration there was a collection for the poor. 
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